
Without a valid will, your Trust Land Interests
5% or greater will be divided as follows:
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Spouse* and No
Children

If you have a
Surviving Spouse

and Children

No Spouse and
Surviving Children
or Grandchildren

Indian or Non-Indian
Spouse will receive a

“life estate”

Each “Eligible” child
will receive an equal
share in your trust or

restricted land
interests

When your spouse
passes on...

If no Spouse & no
Surviving Children,
Grandchildren or

Great Grandchildren

Then to your
surviving

Eligible parents
to share equally

If none, then to
your Eligible

Siblings
to share equally

If none, then to
the Tribe with

jurisdiction
over parcel

When your spouse
passes on, the

interests will transfer
to other eligible heirs

listed  to right

A “life estate” means your spouse
has the right to live on or receive
any income from that interest for

their life time.

If only surviving Great
Grandchildren

Indian or Non-Indian
Spouse will receive a

“life estate”
Each “Eligible” child
will receive an equal
share in your trust or

restricted land
interests

Each “Eligible” great
grandchild will receive

an equal share in
your trust or restricted

land interests

If a child has passed
on before you, their

children (your
grandchildren) will

receive their parent’s
share

If there are none of the above
there are additional rules that

allow co-owners to take or
purchase interests or permit

sale by U.S.

Who is “eligible” to inherit under these rules?

Any one of the following:
Member of an Indian Tribe, or
Eligible to become a member of a Tribe, or
Person who owns an interest in trust land on or before October 27, 2004, or
Person who meets the definition of Indian under the Indian Reorganization Act, or
In California, any person who owns an interest in trust or restricted land in California, or
Decedent's lineal descendants within 2 degrees of relationship to any Indian, or
A trust co-owner in same parcel


