Zveryone gets their share, but no one can really
el where their share comes from because the air
s all mixed together. So it is with undivided
:wnership Everyone has a share, but you can't
j0 and stand on the part you own by yourself,
recause everyone owns the whole thing.

14. The total fair’ffjafkét value of the entire
illotment.

15. The Tribal ID of the person from whom the
lecedent inherited this property.

I6. The fair market value of the decedent's
sortion of the allotment. This amount is
;alculated by taking the total fair market value of
hé aliotment and dwndmg by the number of
wners. In our example, divide $548.63 by 1008,
vhich equals $0.55,

I7. The decedent's decimal ownership. One
livided by the number of owners. In our example
| divided by 1008 will equal .000992063.

'8. The next allotment's identifying information
)agins here.
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9. The decedent's total fair fhark_et value of all
and holdings on a particular reservation. this
alue is determined by the BIA placing a Fair
flarket Value on each allotment and then adding
Il those amounts together to get a total fair
1arket value at that particular reservation.

Please feel free to contact the Office of
Hearings and Appeals if you have any
qyestions regarding. your = Decree of
Distribution, the attached BIAINV's or with any
questions or concemns you might have.

The address and phone number of the office
that issued your Decree of Distribution is
listed below.

UNITED STATES
'DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
OFFICE OF HEARINGS AND APPEALS

 PROBATE DIVISION
517 SOUTH LINCOLN STREET

ABERDEEN SOUTH DAKOTA
PHONE 605-226 1799 '
FAX: 6052261811

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

OFFICE OF
HEARINGS
AND APPEALS

"HOW TO READ AND
'UNDERSTAND THE
INVENTORIES ATTACHED
TO YOUR DECREE OF
DISTRIBUTION



Attached is a sample of the front and back pages
of a BIAINV, which is a listing of the plots or tracts
of trust land_ (Allotments) owned by the decedent
on a certain Reservation at the time of his or her
death. The BIAINV is prepared by the Land, Titles
and Records, Department, a division of the Bureau

of Indian Affairs. It may consist of just a fow

pages, or. it may: be very lengthy if the decedent

owned a lot of property on that Reservation. Onev

BIAINV, consisting of two or more sheets, is
prepared for each Reservation on which the
decedent owned land. For example, if the
‘decedent owned land on the Standing Rock
Reservation and the Sisseton Reservation, there

will be two separate reports included with the
Decree of Distribution.- The BIAINV identifies each
allotment, the legal descrrptron the reservation the-

land is on, the amount owned b *the decedent and
the fair market. valu' ; of_‘ the ‘decedent's share in
that allotment. - These rn{zentory fistings can be
hard to understand, but understanding just a few

of these sections will help you to understand
exactly what property has been distributed under

the accompanying Decree of Distribution.

Attached is a two page example copy of a typical -

BIAINV. The first -and last pages have been

included to show you.where one Reservation's

listing begins and ends. Certain sections have

been circled and numbered. Tthe followrng key will
help you to understand what each of those

sections means. Bear in mind that this is just a
two page example of the first page of the .report
starting with 'the decedent's information and the
last page of the report endrng with -a fair market
value for all property held by the decedent on that
one Reservation. Some inventories can be quite
lengthy, if the decedent owned a lot of different
allotments on that partlcular Reservation.

NS e ...
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1. The date that the BIA/INV was prepared.
2. The :Tribe/Reservation ‘Number of the

decedent. Each Tribe/Reservation has therr
own identifying number.

3. The decedent's Trrbal ID Number whrch'

uniquely identifies him or her.

4. The decedent's Tribe of Enrollment, which
corresponds with the Tribe Number in item 2.

5. The decedent's name or names he or she
was known by. '

6. The 1st allotment's identifying information
starts here. You will notice: this entire section
continues until ’th'e next allotment's identifying
information starts'at itemc—:18.- v

7. The Trrbe/Reservatron Number where the

land is Iocated

" 8. The unrque rdentrfyrng number of the
Allotment Sometimes ' this number begrns

“with ‘an "M." An allotment number.startrng
~ with an "M" is'the unique identifier given to an
" allotment on which the decedent owned

minerals only. If the decedent owns the iand
also, a separate allotment with the same
allotment number (but without the "M" in front)
will be listed.

9. The state in which the p_r_operty is located.

10. The Reservatron on whrch the property is

: located

11. The legal "de'scription" of' the property _

“This descnptlon is necessary to actually

locate the property

12. The total acres rncluded in, thrs particular
allotment i

13. The share of the total acres that the
decedent owned and which is now being
distributed. This is an’ ndwrdeg share. That
means that every person included in the
bottom number owns that fraction of the
whole thrng Toput it srmply, in our example '
the decedent owned a 1/1008th undivided

'share of the 73.150 acres in thrs allotment
’That means that there are 1007 other people.
" 'who ‘own an undrvrded share of thrs same

aliotment. An undrvrded share is best

vdescrlbe"d by imagining all 1008 people berng

inside a balloon and breathing the same air.
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